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Session Overview 
LEARNING 
OBJECTIVE 

Undertaking quality desk review and primary research as well as the ability to 
effectively present research findings is an essential skill for agriculture loan 
officers (ALO). This session provides guidance on these areas which the trainee 
can use as reference for ensuring the quality of their outputs. 

SCOPE At the end of this session, the trainee will be well versed on the following topics: 
• Methods of conducting quality research and suggestions on reliable websites 

for data points on agriculture-related topics 
• Good practices on conducting primary research, including suggestions on 

stakeholder interviews and site visits for agriculture lending evaluation 
• Success factors in making presentations and preparing reports are also 

included, along with the necessary background notes that the trainee must 
prepare to ensure the quality of their output 

TARGET Agricultural loan officers, financial analysts, trainers, and other professionals 
interested in agriculture financing 

DURATION 1 hours 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation has the following main objectives:
Help the students to know how to conduct researches for when they will be facing a crop a livestock production they don’t know
Help the students to understand what is important as information regarding crops
Help the students to build a clear presentation and to improve their oral skills in front of a class




Content 
1. Conducting desk research 
2. Conducting primary research and organizing findings 
3. Presenting findings  
4. Exercise 
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1. How to do Desk Research? 
• Sort fact from fiction 
• Search smart 
• Stay focused 
• Cite right 
• Search for other source of information! 

 
• Websites that can be of interest for agricultural research: 

o http://scholar.google.com/   

o http://www.fao.org/home/en/ and http://faostat.fao.org/  

o http://data.worldbank.org/topic/agriculture-and-rural-development  

o http://www.cirad.fr/en/home-page  

o http://www.prota4u.info/  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
(15 minutes)

Sort fact from fiction. Before you begin your research, make a list of the kinds of sites that are best for your topic. Government sites ending in .gov and educational sites ending in .edu are usually safe bets. Established news-related sites are OK, too, but be sure that you're using the original source. If a newspaper article mentions another source, like an organization or website, go directly to that source to find the information.�Sites ending in .org are usually nonprofit organizations. They can be good resources, but it's always best to check with your teacher to make sure he or she considers the site appropriate. Wikipedia is popular and ranks high in search results, but it can be edited by anyone, whether a person has accurate knowledge of the topic or not. At most schools, using Wikipedia as a source is not a good way to build credibility in your report.�On commercial websites ending in .com, check to see if the site has advertising. If it does, it may be biased. Blogs, personal websites, and social media sites (like YouTube, Digg, Tumblr, Pinterest, or Facebook) are personal sources and can be biased as well. Wikipedia is not a reliable source!

Search smart. Start with an established search engine, like Google or Bing. Although search engines often do a good job of guessing what you need, you can use specific search methods to narrow down your results. If you haven't learned about things like Boolean searches in school, ask your teacher or librarian for guidance.�Many search engines are paid to place certain results as advertisements. Sometimes these ads show up at the top of the search result page. The ads will look different from the regular results (appearing on a shaded background, for example) and should be clearly marked as ads. Even when the top results aren't ads, they still might not be the best possible choices. That's why it helps to know how to decode the best sites for your needs (point #2 above).

Stay focused. When you're ready to check out websites or go to search engines such as Google, log off your chat, Facebook, and email (and turn off your phone!). That way, you're not tempted to get lost in the surf. Just a few clicks can take you far from your topic.�If you need to take a break from your research, make a note of where you are before you walk away from your computer. Taking a 10-minute break from the computer every hour works well for most people. Use the time to move around and stretch a bit.

Cite right. The format for citing online resources is different from print resources, so be sure to check the particular style your teacher wants you to use for Internet citations.
When you research online, it can be easy to copy and paste text, then forget to cite the source or go back and put the thought in your own words later. Just like teachers can recognize your voice in class, most can recognize your voice in your writing. Even accidental plagiarism can have serious consequences for your grades — so don't take a chance. Identify the text you've quoted and add the citation before moving on to the rest of your paper.

Search for other source of information: ask your colleagues or other key-person which resources they'd recommend for your research. That way you can be sure the resources are school approved and the information is accurate. In some cases, colleagues may have paid subscriptions to online journals or websites. These can give you information you wouldn't get through a regular Internet search.�Using the Internet should be an additional tool, not your only tool for researching a topic. There many books, magazines, and other resources to help you that are not online and may be more adapted to your research

Source: http://kidshealth.org/teen/school_jobs/school/online_research.html �


http://scholar.google.com/
http://www.fao.org/home/en/
http://faostat.fao.org/
http://data.worldbank.org/topic/agriculture-and-rural-development
http://www.cirad.fr/en/home-page
http://www.prota4u.info/


2. How to do Primary Research and How to 
Organize your Findings? 

• Ask key-people (trainer, colleagues, farmers) where you can find information 
• Read books 
• Go on the field  
• Interview key people 

Locations that can be of interest for agricultural research: 
• Library and bookshop 
• Input shops (they usually sell brochures) 
• Research institutes  
• Farms, etc. 

Findings’ organization: 
• Build your plan 
• Classify the information found 
• Rewrite what you found with your own words to be able to explain it clearly 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
(10 minutes)





3. How to Prepare your Presentation? 
1. Prepare your notes 
o Highlight important information 
o Write them in big enough letters 
o Reread your notes several times 

2. Prepare your supports documents 
o Have adapted illustration to support your presentation 
o Prepare support documents to distribute 
o Make sure the material you require will be available (beamer, etc.) 

3. Have a successful oral presentation 
o Train yourself and repeat it before to present it in front of the class (it also 

allow you to check that you don’t exceed the 15 minutes) 
o Use simple words, speak in an intelligible way (take deep breaths) 
o Look at your audience (not at your notes) 
o The more you will know your subject, the more comfortable you will be, the 

easier it will be for you to do a good presentation 
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Presentation Notes
(10 minutes)





4. Exercise – Maize Agronomics 

• Prepare a presentation that includes 
o Varieties and their YIELDS in your region 

o PICTURE of the crops at their different stage of reproduction accompanied 
with SUMMARISED CULTURAL PRACTICES (land preparation, planting, 
weeding, fertilizers application, pests & disease control, labor costs) 

o PROFIT & LOSS including only the direct costs 

o MARKET PRICES at different times of the year 

 

• Presentation characteristics: 
o Don’t exceed 15 minutes 

o Adapted support material for the whole class (it can be under PPT format, 
Flipcharts, documents printed for the whole class, etc.). It can’t be a 
lecture with no support documents.  
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For more resources please visit AgriFin’s website 
 

www.AgriFin.org 
 
 

9 

We welcome your feedback to help us further refine these training 
materials. Please contact us at agrifin@worldbank.org. 
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